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When Justin Smith, M.D., was just 10 years old, he told his fourth-grade teacher that he wanted 
to be a pediatrician. Through the years, the future Dr. Smith changed his desires to being a primary 
care physician, a radiologist and various other specialties. But his interest was always in medicine 

and his desire to help people has never changed.

in actionCaregiving
After attending Midwestern State University in Wichita 

Falls, Texas, Dr. Smith graduated with a medical degree 
from UT Southwestern in Dallas and completed his 
residency at Texas Children’s in Houston. He had every 
intention of becoming a pediatric oncologist. He was set to 
begin a chief residency at Texas Children’s when he received 
a call from his childhood pediatrician’s office in Abilene. 
The doctor was retiring and they wanted him to take over 
the practice. 

Though he wasn’t convinced he wanted to trade his 
new dream of pediatric oncology for his initial dream he 
had way back in fourth grade, he went to Abilene for the 
interview. He instantly connected with how this office cared 
for patients, from birth to adulthood, and every diagnosis 
along the way.

He accepted the position and began his career in Abilene, 
where he often consulted with specialists at Cook Children’s. 
When his family decided to move to the Fort Worth area, 
Dr. Smith said the next step in his career was obvious. He 
wanted to work at Cook Children’s. 

Dr. Smith, also known as ‘The Doc Smitty,’ admits that it 
was his professional relationships that initially drew him to 
Cook Children’s. 

“But now, I love being at a place that attracts the highest 
quality physicians, people who are experts in the field,” 
said Dr. Smith. “Because we are not a teaching hospital 
or research institution, they can remain laser-focused on 
patient care, something that is very important to me.” 

Early in his career, Dr. Smith observed that going to the 
pediatrician hadn’t changed much since he was a child. 
It was his desire to change that and bring some modern 
conveniences to his families. After all, times had changed 
and convenience is now critical to families, especially when 
it comes to health care. With that in mind, his 
Cook Children’s primary care office in Trophy Club operates 
daily with three goals in mind: efficiency, empathy and 
engagement. 

Efficiency is always a work in progress. Dr. Smith’s 
office strives to have patients check in and leave within 30 
minutes for a sick visit, and within an hour for a well visit. 

Warm regards
 from grant harris 

Generosity can be found in so much of what we 
celebrated this past year, our centennial year. It’s the  

     foundation that Cook Children’s was built on, and also 
serves as our guiding light for the next 100 years. And 
as we look forward to our future, we know that it won’t 
be possible without you. Your support is how we will 
continue to provide family-centered and leading-edge care 
for our patients for years to come. 

As the health care environment continues to change and 
we make plans for the unknown, we also will be looking 
to you, our donors. We trust you will help us as we 
continuously pioneer new treatments for our patients and 
work tirelessly to fulfill our Promise to improve the health 
of every child in our region.

In this issue, you will meet Justin Smith, M.D., one of our 
primary care physicians who is pushing not just his office, 
but our entire health care system toward the future, and the focus on making care more 
convenient. 

We also share the inspirational story of the Brashear family and their efforts to help fund 
a cure for a devastating disease that took the life of their daughter, and the Ramsey family, 
who knows that healing is not done through medicine alone.

Cook Children’s President and CEO Rick W. Merrill shares his vision for the future, by 
way of the past. He explains how the support of our community continues to help kids 
in crisis, and credits not just our staff, but also donors for the creative approaches we’re 
taking to find solutions to health care issues. 

On behalf of the entire Cook Children’s family, thank you for believing in our Promise 
and for supporting our efforts to deliver the best care possible to our patients. Though we 
are unable to predict what lies ahead, our roots, deeply planted in generosity, tell us that 
this great community continues to invest in what matters most, our children. 

With a grateful heart,

Senior Vice President/Chief Development Officer 
Cook Children’s Health Foundation
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“The coolest thing about being a pediatrician is the relationship that 
you develop over time with the family. It goes from talking about 

formula and dirty diapers to when they’re 2 or 3 and you really start 
developing a relationship with the family. I love that because I 

love seeing them develop over time and become their own person.”
 

-Justin Smith, M.D.

Empathy can go a long way with a parent of a sick child. 
The entire office staff, from check-in to check-out, all make a 
point to say, “I am so sorry your child is sick today.” 

Even though Dr. Smith may see 10 ear infections a day, 
he remembers his own child’s first ear infection, and how 
miserable that was for him as a parent. 

Engagement allows his patient families to feel connected 
and heard. In the office, the focus of the visit is the patient 
and developing a relationship with the parent. It’s not the 
computer, although it is there to 
help. As an avid user of social 
media, new patients can learn 
about Dr. Smith beforehand, have 
some sense of who he is, his ideas 
about vaccinations, etc. 

For Dr. Smith, engagement also 
means making himself accessible 
to parents between office visits. 
Parents can direct message him 
through Cook Children’s MyChart 
app and also have the option of 
a virtual visit. After the visit, he 
makes sure families are equipped 
with the information they need 
about the diagnosis and treatment.

With so many sources of 
misinformation in the world, it 

was important to Dr. Smith that he and Cook Children’s be 
a voice of truth and reason, and to do so in the least invasive 
way. Several years ago, he began writing articles for  
Cook Children’s online newsroom, checkupnewsroom.com, 
and answering questions on Cook Children’s Facebook and 
Instagram pages. He now officially serves as  
Cook Children’s Medical Advisor for Digital Health. 

In addition to his primary care practice and his presence 
on Cook Children’s social media accounts, Dr. Smith is 
helping to bring innovative technology to patient families 

across the system. He helped develop 
and now oversees our virtual lactation 
program, which allows breastfeeding 
moms to get tips and advice on feeding 
their baby without even leaving the 
house. Helping with those projects is a 
key part of what keeps him happy, and 
motivates him to keep innovating on 
behalf of his patient families. 

No doubt, 10-year-old Dr. Smith is as 
proud as we are of the career path he 
chose and for everything he has done to 
enhance the patient experience for our 
Cook Children’s families. 
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and nowThen
A lot has changed in health care over the 

past 100 years, including trips to the doctor’s 
office. The biggest factor being convenience 
for our patient families, as everyone’s lives 
seem to be much busier and hectic these days.

Cook Children’s virtual medicine program 
has multiple offerings for patient families all 
with one thing in mind: convenience. These 
include:

•	Inpatient and outpatient specialty care for 	
	 patient families who may not be close to 	
	 our medical center.

•	A school nurse program that connects the 	
	 child, nurse and parent to a 

	 Cook Children’s nurse practitioner for 	
	 more efficient diagnosis and treatment 	
	 plans.

•	A virtual lactation program that allows 	
	 new moms to receive feeding advice in the 	
	 comfort of their own home. 

Through the use of specialized technology 
and privacy-compliant software, getting care 
for your child has never been easier. 



for our future
Reflecting

WITH PRESIDENT AND CEO RICK W. MERRILL
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At Cook Children’s, the phrase “hindsight is 20/20,” takes 
on a special meaning. When we look to our past, what we 
see are deliberate, bold steps that have led to a profound 
impact on millions of children over the last century. 

As President and CEO, Rick W. Merrill speaks with pride 
about what he calls the “hallmark of Cook Children’s.” 
He shares, “What I am most proud of is our culture, 
which has been a part of our DNA long before I arrived. 
Everyone is in this together for one purpose and that is to 
care for our patients with excellence and compassion. I am 
immensely proud of our caregivers and staff. Every day 
they work together with 
a singlemindedness to do 
what’s best for our patients 
and families.”

That level of selfless 
dedication by the entire 
Cook Children’s family, 
from employees to donors 
to community leaders, is the 
solid ground that we have 
built upon. 

Upon arriving in 
Fort Worth, he received 
invaluable advice from 
former Mayor Mike 
Moncrief, “There’s a breadth 
of knowledge about  
Cook Children’s but not a 
lot of depth of knowledge.” 

Merrill heeded that advice and seized the opportunity 
to tell our story. He has remained highly engaged at the 

community, state, national and local levels to spread that 
knowledge, but also to better understand how 

Cook Children’s could be at the forefront of health  
care solutions.

For the last 10 years, Cook Children’s has been diligently 
addressing top line pediatric health issues identified by our 
Community-wide Children’s Health Assessment & Planning 
Survey (CCHAPS): obesity, abuse, asthma, mental health, 
dental health, injury prevention and access to care. And we 
have no plans to let up on that commitment. 

Merrill explains, “A recent example 
is asthma being addressed through our 
Healthy Homes initiative. A Cook Children’s 
team will go to the homes of families with 
kids who have repeated asthma-related 
emergency department (ED) visits to look 
for asthma triggers, like dust mites, pet 
dander, mattresses or carpet in need of 
replacement, etc., and provide the resources 
needed to remediate such triggers. Our pilot 
of approximately 80 families demonstrated 
a 78 percent reduction in ED asthma 
visits. That success shows we can make 
a difference in the area of asthma, which 
is a credit to the work of our staff and the 
support of our foundation’s donors who 
fund this effort.”

This is but one example of the progress 
that can be made when we take an 
innovative or creative approach to finding 
solutions for these health issues. Whether 

it’s expanding access to care and services through our 
neighborhood clinics, educating parents about drowning 

prevention or partnering with local government to 
address adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), which 
dramatically impact a child’s development, Merrill praises 
the worthwhile and ongoing work Cook Children’s is doing 
directly in our communities. 

He adds, “On the clinical side, the innovative programs 

that our physicians are developing to treat and cure very 
specific and rare diagnoses has been instrumental in putting 
and keeping us on the national and international stage. 
It takes substantial time and resources to develop these 
programs and that is what we’re able to offer through our 
Endowed Chair program, a program that demonstrates 
Cook Children’s commitment to research and technology.
Our Endowed Chair physicians need dedicated time, 
freedom and research to advance their programs from 
concept to fruition. For proof, you need look no further than 
our hyperinsulinism center, which was the second such 
program in the entire U.S.”

As we look toward the future, Merrill admits, “I wish 
I had a crystal ball to see all that lies ahead because there 
are so many unknowns on the horizon. While we may not 
have all the answers, I firmly believe we can successfully 
face whatever the future holds as long as we remain 
focused on providing the right access to care for children, 

whether it’s using predictive analytics to place resources 
in select communities, adding more physical clinics, or 
expanding telemedicine services. No one knows for sure 
how technology will shape access and care, but I do know 
that Cook Children’s will play a key role in pioneering 
solutions.”

Fortunately, as chair of the Children’s Hospital 
Association, Merrill may have invaluable insights to help 
guide us by looking outward first. He explains, “Children’s 
hospitals across the country are in a precarious spot right 
now because of the changes to Medicaid and shrinking 
government reimbursements. Cook Children’s will continue 
to weather any storms in front of us thanks to the enviable 
support of our donors and this community.” 

One thing is certain and that’s a “Promise.” Merrill 
concludes, “Ultimately, we will always remain true to our 
Promise to improve the health of all children and it will 
guide every decision that we make. With your support, 
we will remain a cornerstone of our community. So when 
something unexpected arises for a family, as a premier 
children’s hospital, Cook Children’s will continue to be here 
for each and every child that needs us.”

What I am most proud of is our culture, which has been a part of our DNA 
long before I arrived. Everyone is in this together for one purpose and that is 

to care for our patients with excellence and compassion.
-Rick W. Merrill



Program spotlight
After oil was discovered on Matilda Nail Cook’s ranch, 

she made it her mission to ensure that the future W. I. 
Cook Memorial Hospital would be taken care of for 
generations to come. Once the W. I. Cook Endowment 
was established in the early 1900s, Cook Children’s was 
able to become the nationally recognized health care 
system we are today.

By creating the W. I. Cook Endowment, Mrs. Cook 
created a legacy that will live on forever. She will always 
be a part of Cook Children’s. Many Cook Children’s 
families can relate to Mrs. 
Cook’s desire to give 
back to Cook Children’s 
and have followed in her 
footsteps. 

When an organization 
or individual decides to 
create an endowment, it’s 
a way to consistently give 
back to an organization in 
perpetuity, forever creating 
a legacy. 

In an endowment 
contribution, the funds 
donated are never 
spent. Instead, the gift is 
conservatively invested 
and the interest the funds 
earn annually are used to 
support service programs. 
Endowment dollars are 
vital because they generate income. A portion of that 
income is available year-after-year to sustain the highest 
quality of patient care, education and research, while 
the rest of the income is re-invested to build the fund.
Endowments at Cook Children’s provide earnings to a 
wide variety of areas, such as Child Life, Pastoral Care, 
the Hematology and Oncology Center, uncompensated 
care, Nursing Research, Behavioral Health, Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit and more.

One such example is the endowment created by W. Paul 
Bowman, M.D., senior pediatric hematologist/oncologist, 
and his wife, Lois. 

Dr. Bowman has been helping patients with cancer at 
Cook Children’s for more than 35 years. After a 
fellowship and four years as a faculty member at St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, he came to 
Cook Children’s in 1982. He pioneered the first pediatric 
bone marrow transplant for acute lymphoblastic leukemia 
at Cook Children’s and is credited with the establishment 

of the Cook Children’s Life 
After Cancer Program. 

But providing direct 
care for his patients wasn’t 
enough for Dr. Bowman or 
for his wife. They chose to 
further support  patients 
with leukemia through 
their own endowment, 
The Lois and W. Paul 
Bowman, M.D., Leukemia 
Endowment. It’s their goal 
to provide 
Cook Children’s cancer 
patients with high-quality, 
family-centered care, as 
well as access to leading-
edge therapy and research.

“Caring for kids who 
have been affected by 
leukemia has been my life’s 

work,” he said. “Lois and I wanted to establish something 
that would become a legacy and will help patients with 
leukemia for years to come. The endowment fund also 
has become another way for patient families to give back 
to Cook Children’s.”

We are thankful for Mrs. Cook, Dr. Bowman and his 
wife, Lois, and the numerous others who have chosen to 
create endowments for Cook Children’s. Their generous 
support will sustain our growing community and will 
impact future patients and their families. 
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Look for the miracle balloon  

in your neighborhood 
 and know all of the funds raised help children in our community.

To learn how you can
support Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals, visit
cookchildrenspromise.org.

Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals radiothon 
program helps raise funds for children’s hospitals around 
the United States and Canada. The majority of the hospitals 
work with local radio stations to share patient stories and 
bring awareness to their listeners.  

Throughout the day, disc jockeys Hawkeye,  
Connected K, Michelle and Al share facts about our health 
care system, engage in fun DJ banter and invite children 
and their families to tell their own heart-warming stories. 
And this year, sister Cumulus stations Hot 93.3 and  
WBAP 820 AM have joined with New Country 96.3 KSCS 
to raise awareness and much needed funds for  
Cook Children’s.

CU4KIDS 						      NOV. 1-DEC. 31 
RE/MAX HOLIDAY HONOR CARD		  NOV. 1-DEC. 31	
ACE HARDWARE ROUNDUP 			   NOV. 23-DEC. 24 
INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PANCAKES 	 FEB. 1-27

UPCOMING MIRACLE BALLOON 
CAMPAIGNS AND EVENTS:

Since 2014, New Country 96.3 KSCS has partnered with Cook Children’s and Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals for its annual fundraising initiative, the KSCS Cook Children’s Radiothon. 

Championed by Hawkeye, the morning host of Hawkeye in the Morning, this event is dedicated to 
sharing miracle stories all day long that would not be possible without the support of our community. 

KSCS dedicates this full day of broadcasting to ask 
listeners for generous donations to help Cook Children’s 
patient families who have been affected by illness, 
disease and injury. 

Hawkeye’s commitment to Cook Children’s patients 
is a big part of the event’s success. Beyond recognizing 
them on the airwaves, he has volunteered at Camp 
Sanguinity, a Cook Children’s summer camp for 
hematology and oncology patients and their siblings.

“We have the privilege of putting on many wonderful 
events every year, but the KSCS Cook Children’s 
Radiothon is probably my favorite event,” Hawkeye 

said. “Not only does it support Cook Children’s, 
which I believe is one of Fort Worth’s crown 
jewels, it also allows me to reconnect with so 
many wonderful people who I’ve met over the 
years that help make this such a special place.” 

The Eubank family also knows the impact 
of the radiothon. When Wendy and Dave 
Eubank’s daughter, Karsyn, was diagnosed 
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, their lives 
were changed. The Eubanks were staying at 
the medical center for long periods of time and 
some days were harder than others.

Karsyn has participated in a few radiothons 
over the years, including the inaugural event in 
2014. She and her family were invited to share 
their story on the air and inspire listeners to 
give. Her family agrees that those moments with 
Hawkeye and the rest of the KSCS team brought 
joy during tough times.  

“I feel the radiothon is a way to connect with 
people and it gives families the opportunity 
to tell their stories,” Wendy said. “Awareness is the only way we will ever find a cure for the kiddos who are being 
interviewed. The momma driving to work listening to 96.3 who has a blonde-headed, blue-eyed little girl just like me can 
hear my voice. We are no different than the person on the other side of the radio.”A day of music, storytelling and healing
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Karsyn being interviewed by Michelle and Hawkeye during the live broadcast. 



New program honors patients with happy memories

Cystic Fibrosis wreaked havoc on Madison Ramsey’s 
body since she was born. While she had been in and out 
of the hospital more times than anyone could count, the 
vibrant, creative and joyful teen had a way of making the 
best out of her situation. Even when mucus buildup in her 
lungs made it nearly impossible for her to breathe, Madison 
did her best to stay positive.  

Madison had an especially close bond with Ralph, one of 
the dogs in Cook Children’s Sit...Stay...PLAY facility  
dog program.

“When Madison was in the hospital, she always looked 
forward to seeing Ralph,” remarked Paula Ramsey, 
Madison’s mother. “When no one else could get her out of 
bed, Ralph could. Sometimes, that was the only way to get 
her to smile.”

In 2015, Madison received difficult news. Her lung 
function had dropped to 17 percent and being placed on 
oxygen was the only thing keeping the teen alive. Madison 
needed a double lung transplant.

“It took me a while to accept the fact that if I did not do 
this, I would surely die,” Madison posted on Instagram. “I 
would never leave a legacy, never get to live, and leave my 
mark on the world.”

So she added her name to the waiting list for a lung 
transplant. She received her new lungs in the summer of 
2015. Her parents say the lungs gave them one ‘magical’ 
year. She was able to breathe again. Though she was still in 
and out of the hospital, her health was improving. Madison 
took senior pictures and even walked the stage at her high 
school graduation.

But soon, life would throw another curve ball.

Madison developed post-transplant lymphoproliferative 
disorder (PTLD), a rare condition caused by her lung 
transplant. She had to undergo chemotherapy. Later, a mass 
developed in her chest. It punctured a lung and caused it to 
collapse. She had become so weak that she had to learn how 
to walk again.

“There were times when she was so sick, it took two 
people to sit her up,” said Paula. “Ralph was instrumental 
in getting her through those days. She even had a picture of 
him in her hospital room.” 

At just 19 years old, Madison 
passed away. In lieu of flowers, 
her family asked friends and 
family to donate to 
Cook Children’s Sit…Stay...
PLAY program. “Madison 
found great comfort in the 
therapy dogs. We wanted to 
honor her memory by giving 
back to the program that meant 
so much to her,” explained 
Madison’s father, Jeff.

The Ramseys met with 
Kizzy Marco, coordinator of 
Sit...Stay...PLAY, and decided 
how to best use the $16,000 
they raised. They purchased a 
camera so patients could have 
high-quality photos taken 
with the therapy dogs. They 
also decided to print photos 
of patients who were near the 
end of life on large canvases for 
their families to keep forever, 
such as the Coonrods whose 
daughter Bel had passed away after a long fight with cancer.

Bel loved Ralph. 

“She would have taken him home if she could have. She 
loved him so much,” Bel’s mom, Vicki, said laughing. “The 
two just had a weird connection. They could sit there for 

hours and be happy in each other’s presence.” The canvas 
of Bel and Ralph now hangs in Bel’s little sister Clar’s room. 
When it arrived just weeks after Bel had passed away, Clar 
was ecstatic to see it, and insisted it stay with her.

“We’re really thankful to the family who donated the 
camera and canvases for other families,” said Vicki. “It is a 
reminder that we were in the hospital, but it is a reminder 
that there were happy times in the hospital.”  

For Madison’s family, stories like this one help their 
daughter’s memory live on through others.  “We know the 
impact the therapy dogs have on families. We’ve seen the 

pain literally fade when Ralph or one 
of the other dogs was visiting our 
child,” said Jeff. “We know Madison 
is so happy to have her legacy live on 
this way.”

Kizzy, Ralph’s handler, never 
dreamed this program would touch 
people’s lives in such a deep and 
lasting way.

“I watched Madison and Ralph 
become best friends over the course 
of several years, through many highs 
and lows,” Kizzy said. “To have a 
small role in carrying on her legacy 
is a true honor, and to be able to give 
families something to honor their 
children at such a difficult time is so 
special. Our program is indebted to 
Madison and her family.”

The Sit...Stay...PLAY program at 
Cook Children’s is entirely funded 
by the generous contributions from 
community members; no fees are 
charged to our patients and families. 

You can visit cookchildrenspromise.org/donate to 
support this program.

”“Madison found great comfort in the therapy dogs. We wanted to honor her 
memory by giving back to the program that meant so much to her.

-Jeff, Madison’s father
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Clar holds the treasured canvas of her sister, 
Bel, with Ralph.



The Lowe Foundation was founded in 1988 by Erma 
Lowe and her daughter Mary Ralph. Their goal was, and 
still is, to give back to women and children in the state of 
Texas. 

For the last 20 years, the Lowe 
Foundation has supported 
many areas at 
Cook Children’s, including our 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU), South Tower gardens, 
Sit…Stay…PLAY facility dog 
program and more. Their 
underlying goal with each area 
that they support is to improve 
the whole family’s well-being at 
the medical center. 

At Cook Children’s, we 
focus on the details and that’s 
something the Lowe Foundation 
appreciates. We know that even 
the tiniest detail is what could 
make a patient or their family’s 
day. 

Our topiaries in front of 
the medical center are a great 
example for that. If you look carefully, you’ll see that these 
are not ordinary shrubs. Each one is trimmed to look like a 
story book character and animal. It’s those little things that 
can put a big smile on a patient’s face. 

Jill Koss, director of Cook Children’s Family Support 
Services and Child Life, echoed that family-centered care is 
vital to a child’s treatment.

“Healing can happen in many ways,” Jill said. “For 
kids, that includes playing, engaging with a dog or a 
clown, painting, walking through a garden or making 
music. These activities allow a child or youth to cope 

better with their illness or injury, 
and creates opportunities to 
master challenging health care 
experiences.”

Jill explained that having a 
garden to see from a hospital 
room is beneficial to the healing 
process because it’s visually 
engaging. It stimulates the senses, 
which can enhance feelings of 
well-being. That is exactly what 
the Lowe Foundation has helped 
Cook Children’s achieve. Many 
families consider the medical 
center to be a warm and loving 
atmosphere for our patients, but 
it would not be possible without 
their support.  

Clayton Maebius, trustee of 
the Lowe Foundation, said the 
Lowe Foundation is happy to 
come alongside Cook Children’s 

and continue to provide assistance for family-centered care 
initiatives.

“We are proud to support Cook Children’s and are very 
thankful for their presence in Fort Worth,” she said. “We 
hope to partner with them for many years to come.”                                                  

P IRO SM E
Partners in our

We strive to care for the entire family, not just the patient, at Cook Children’s.  
While we’re expected to treat illnesses, injuries and diseases, we know we must take 
a family’s non-medical needs into consideration, as well. And because of partners like 

the Lowe Foundation, we are able to do just that. 
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Spotlight:

Anna was a healthy and happy 8-year-old who loved 
gymnastics. She would practice multiple hours a week. But that 
all changed on Oct. 18, 2010. 

After an appointment with her pediatrician due to some 
unusual nosebleeds, Anna and her family learned she had AML, 
and it was progressing very quickly. Cook Children’s doctors did 
everything they could to fight Anna’s diagnosis, but sadly, it was 
too far along and she passed away just 23 days later. 

When Bobby and Joanna were considering options to honor 
Anna, the local gymnastics community reached out to propose a 
gymnastics meet. Anna had been in gymnastics classes since she 
was 4 years old. 

Bobby and Joanna decided to establish a foundation for Anna, 
with the help of the Brashear’s local gym, Denton Gymnastics 
Academy, and the Texas USA Gymnastics community. They 

then organized the Anna Brashear Memorial Invitational, a 
gymnastics competition. The invitational allows gymnasts of 
multiple levels and skill sets to enter the competition.

While the invitational helps us all to remember Anna, Joanna 
reiterates the event’s other objective: to help families that are 
going through the fight of their lives.

“We feel that no child and no family should have to go through 
this,” Joanna said. “We know how helpless it feels, not being 
able to make everything better for your child. AML has such a 
low survival rate and is not the most common type of childhood 
leukemia. AML is so aggressive, and we wanted to help 
Cook Children’s any way we could. That’s why we founded the 
Anna Brashear Foundation and Invitational, to help by raising 
funds for research and treatment. We are hoping and praying 
that a cure or more effective treatment is just within reach.”

Anna Brashear left this earth entirely too early after losing a battle with acute myelogenous 
leukemia (AML). To carry on her legacy and help other families impacted by AML, Anna’s 
parents, Bobby and Joanna, established the Anna Brashear Foundation and created a 

signature event focused on Anna’s favorite hobby.

Competing for a cause 

Since its inception in 2010, the Anna Brashear Foundation 
has donated more than $50,000 to Cook Children’s. 

Their success is a work of love and obviously, it takes a lot 
of teamwork. Joanna said she would encourage others who 
are contemplating creating community partner events to 
follow your heart and don’t be afraid to ask for help. 

“There is no way that we could handle all of this on our 
own. Between friends, family, our community and 
Cook Children’s Health Foundation, they all have absolutely 
been wonderful with the support and insight to making these 
events successful,” she said. 
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Cook Children’s is blessed with many active community groups who generously support 
us by hosting a variety of fundraising events. We appreciate all of these enthusiastic donors 

and their volunteers who coordinate and staff these events. 

Anna and Jeremiah’s Lemonade Stand
Connor’s Car Show

Double Eagle Charities Cook Off 
Hi Hopes for Hyperinsulinism 

Ivy & “Company”
Jr’s Trail Ride and Raffle

Matt McKee Golf Tournament
Pugh Shrimp Boil

WE WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE AND THANK THE FOLLOWING  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS FOR THEIR RECENT GIFTS:

Cook Children’s was built on a foundation of generosity. 

Because of your generosity 
we are able to provide hope this holiday season as we care for our patients and their families. 
Although no day at Cook Children’s is the same, you remain the reason for the miracles that 
take place within our walls. 

Won’t you stand by us as we look to our next 100 years?
If you would like to give, please visit cookchildrenspromise.org/donate

cookchildrenspromise.org/donate 
Health Foundation
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When Summer Harrison was told that her three-month-
old son, Patton, failed his hearing test and would need 
hearing aids, she was heartbroken. But because her older 
daughter previously had been diagnosed with hearing loss, 
she knew exactly where to turn. Patton immediately began 
Listening and Spoken language (LSL) therapy at  
Cook Children’s. 
 

    For children with hearing loss, LSL teaches them spoken 
language through listening. 
Cook Children’s certified 
LSL specialists take a 
developmental approach 
to provide children up to 3 
years old with immediate 
care. The therapy is most 
successful when the hearing 
loss is identified early 
and the child already has 
or is soon fitted with the 
appropriate hearing device. 

Early introduction into 
LSL therapy can increase the 
chances of auditory brain, 
cognitive and language 
development, along with reading and writing in a child who 
is deaf or hard of hearing. 

Thankfully, the Oberkotter Foundation realizes just how 
important early treatment can be for these children. 

With a generous grant from the Oberkotter Foundation, 
Cook Children’s created the Go Away Delay program to 
focus on families with children who are receiving LSL 
therapy. It helps cover the cost of treatment when insurance 
doesn’t, like it did for Patton’s family. Their insurance only 

covered a certain number of speech therapy sessions, but 
with the funding from Go Away Delay, Patton continued 
receiving the therapy he needed.  

The grant provides for a series of evaluations and therapy 
sessions, and helps qualified families, like Patton’s, receive 
immediate funding. On a weekly basis, Cook Children’s LSL 
Auditory-Verbal Therapist Noelle Montague sees an average 
of 32 kids, eight of which are recipients of the

Oberkotter grant. 

“The Oberkotter Foundation 
grant is inspiring and innovative,” 
explained Noelle. “It gives you the 
peace of knowing that the kids we 
care for and their families will be 
taken care of. This is such a new 
and innovative program that I hope 
others are able to see. We are very 
lucky to have access to this grant.”

Through the Go Away Delay 
program and the generosity of the 
Oberkotter Foundation, Patton’s 
family was able to acquire the best 
outcomes for him in learning to 

listen and speak by avoiding delayed treatment. 

“We are so thankful for our entire team at Cook Children’s 
and especially the ability to receive services through the 
grant founded through the Oberkotter Foundation,” said 
Summer. “Our insurance only pays for a certain number of 
speech therapy sessions and it would not have been enough 
to provide Patton with the best care possible. Because of 
Cook Children’s, our son is able to become a successful 
Listening and Spoken Language user.”

Imagine a world in which your child can’t hear the sweet words you whisper or the soft 
lullabies you sing as they drift to sleep. It’s a devastating feeling for any parent. Thanks to 

funding from the Oberkotter Foundation, parents of children who are deaf or hard-of-hearing 
now have hope through the Go Away Delay program.

Generosity heals
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COPD causes decreased airflow in the lungs over time, 
as well as inflammation of the airways that line the lung 
tissue. Now 9 years old, Matty has been hospitalized 
at Cook Children’s 35 times and Heather, her mother, 
remembers each one of those visits.

“At 5 years old, Matty began having spasms in her 
right lung, which were closing off her airway,” Heather 
explained. “Following that, doctors discovered her 
immune system was attacking her lungs.”

Matty now receives monthly antibiotic injections, under 
the skin in both of her arms, to help fight irritants, such 
as smoke and dirt which can irritate both her asthma and 
COPD. These injections help prevent Matty’s immune 
system from further attacking her lungs and she’ll need 
them for the rest of her life. 

The Garcia family appreciates how hard 
Cook Children’s has worked to provide the best care 
for both Matty and the entire family during every 
hospital visit. Throughout Matty’s journey, Heather has 
encouraged Matty to tell her story to help give back to 
the place that has saved her life, again and again.

“Cook Children’s has done so much for Matty. She is 
happy to be able to give back and help other kids not feel 
alone,” said Heather. 

Matty now serves as a Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals program representative. She also has served as 
an advocate at numerous events benefiting 
Cook Children’s, including UNT’s Eaglethon, TCU’s 
Dance Marathon (her favorite event) and Shake, Wag 
and Bowl. Ace Hardware also invited Matty to throw the 
first pitch at a Texas Rangers baseball game on behalf of 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. 

 
“Seeing Matty being active as a young philanthropist 

lets me know that we are doing something right. We are 
using her illness for good,” said Heather. 

Matty agrees and described how her philanthropic 
work “helps other kids have a chance of getting better, 
too.”

Not knowing how they will ever be able to repay 
Cook Children’s, the Garcias continue to do all they 
can to help others. In fact, they recently hosted an event 
at their family business, Batter’s Cave, with proceeds 
benefiting Cook Children’s. 

We are grateful for patients like Matty and her family 
who tell their Cook Children’s stories. They are an 
inspiration to our community. 

Young philanthropist
Mattingly “Matty” Garcia’s medical journey began at Cook Children’s when she was 

1 ½ years old and diagnosed with severe asthma. Doctors soon learned it was more than 
just asthma that was causing Matty’s breathing problems. At the age of 3, Matty became 
the youngest person in the world to be diagnosed with chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease (COPD), a diagnosis typically only seen in adults. 

To share your young philanthropist story, 
email promise@cookchildrens.org today.{ }
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While it is the goal of our doctors and caregivers to 
provide the best care possible, there are some lives we’re 
not able to save and unfortunately, not all patient stories 
have the ending we desire. As time stands still for our 
families dealing with the loss of a child, Cook Children’s 
Pastoral Care staff is there to comfort and guide them 
through their journey of grief. 

The grandfather, who was heartbroken about his 
granddaughter, was also grateful for the gift our pastoral 
burial assistance program was able to provide. 

When this family brought their baby to Cook Children’s 
after an accidental suffocation at home, they received 

comfort and support from a Cook Children’s chaplain. 
Cook Children’s is privileged to have a staff of 13 full-time, 
nondenominational chaplains. Each devoted individual 
provides compassionate care and guidance to families as 
they face ethical and challenging decisions.

“What are we to do?” the grandfather asked. “We have 
prepared for a lot in our life, we had such dreams for her, 
but never did we think we would have to prepare for our 
granddaughter’s funeral. Chaplain, where do we even 
start?” 

As unfamiliar as these questions may seem to many 
people, our Pastoral Care staff understands how to 

assist families in difficult times like this. Although the 
conversations may be painful, they are never without hope. 

Because Cook Children’s values each sacred heart beneath 
our blue peaks, we offer burial assistance to all families 
who experience death in our medical center. Through the 
generosity of donors like you, we offer financial assistance to 
every family who loses a child, helping to defray a portion of 
the funeral expenses.

As a family begins a long process of grieving, our chaplains 
provide immediate and on-going grief support for 13 months 

through letters, phone calls, literature, grief groups and 
camps that focus primarily on bereavement. 

“We hold the hands of those who are seeking safety while 
offering assurances to people of all faiths, or none, that each 
child is important and is treated with respect,” said Pam 
Foster, director of Pastoral Care.

Since the program’s inception, more than 200 families have 
accepted burial assistance, each gift an ongoing reminder that 
Cook Children’s knows every life is sacred.  

Shortly after the passing of his 11-month-old granddaughter, a grandfather finds himself 
overwhelmed with a very unexpected emotion … gratitude. “You have all been so 

wonderful to us; all of you have cared so much,” he shared. “We never expected a hospital 
to offer such a gift. How will we ever repay you?”

our PromiseBe a part of
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Noteworthy
There’s a new spot to snap a selfie in Fort Worth, 

thanks to James Stupfel, a local resident and aspiring 
artist. The mural is located at the corner of 7th Avenue 
and West Humbolt Street on Cook Children’s campus.

Stupfel spent five months working on the concept 
for the 50 feet by 95 feet art piece. The 17-year-old Fort 
Worth resident has been practicing art since he was just 
3 years old. He was asked by Cook Children’s to design 
a mural that would represent our organization’s role in 
the community over the past 100 years. James worked 
with Cook Children’s Youth Advisory Council-Patients 
Advising for Change to develop the concept. He worked 
closely with them to gather ideas and create something 
they would enjoy. 

 
“My goal was to create a space where the patients 

and the community at large could self-reflect and see 
themselves in the mural,” said James. “There are 100 
things in the mural which represent Cook Children’s 100 
years. It’s really a representation of 100 dreams,  
so to speak.”

The public is invited to stop by and take a 
photo with the mural. 

We encourage everyone to use 
#cook100years when sharing.
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What’s new at Cook Children’s?
The latest news and updates from around Cook Children’s Health Care System. 

Expanding our access to care 
As the population in Texas grows, so 

does the footprint of Cook Children’s. 
From North Denton to the newly 
developed Walsh Ranch in West Fort 
Worth and all the way to Lubbock, 
Cook Children’s is working hard to 
uphold our Promise to improve the life 
of every child in our region. 

Through a new partnership, 
Cook Children’s and Covenant 
Children’s will provide expert cardiac 
care for the children of West Texas 
and New Mexico. Cook Children’s 
cardiothoracic team works with the 
Covenant Children’s team in Lubbock 
on a regular basis to help consult, diagnose and treat children 
with congenital heart defects. This helps the patients stay as 
close to home as possible. 

Beginning in 2019, Cook Children’s will have a presence in 
two locations in the growing area of North Denton county. A 

primary care office in the Town of Prosper 
is scheduled to open in early 2019, and a 
Cook Children’s North Campus location, 
also in Prosper, is scheduled to open in late 
2019. The north campus location will first 
offer primary and urgent care, and then in 
the spring of 2020, will expand to include 
an ambulatory surgery center, medical 
office building and outpatient imaging.  

Also in late 2019, Cook Children’s will 
open a facility in the newly developed 
Walsh Ranch, located just 12 miles from 
downtown Fort Worth. This will offer 
patient families primary, urgent and 
specialty care, all under one roof. 

These innovative new additions to our system will help 
provide the most efficient care possible for children, and keep 
us on the forefront of quality pediatric health care delivery. 

A chance at predicting the future 

As part of our expanding Pain 
Management program and its focus 
on providing alternative pain-control 
methods, yoga is now being offered to our 
patients who suffer from chronic pain. The 
benefits of yoga expand beyond just pain 
management – it can help with anxiety, 
grief, depression, sleep disorders and post-
traumatic stress. 

Our dedicated yoga instructor travels 
throughout the medical center daily to 
work specifically with our patients who 
may benefit from this therapy. 
Cook Children’s is one of a few children’s 
hospitals in the U.S. providing a 
comprehensive pediatric pain management 
program that combines the use of both 
medication and alternative medicine. 

If you or a family member have battled cancer, you may 
wonder if your children or future children also have an 
increased risk of being diagnosed. At Cook Children’s 
Hematology and Oncology Center, we now have a 
Genetic Oncology Clinic to offer care and counseling to 
children and their families with a genetic predisposition 
to cancer. 

This program is one of only a few genetic oncology 
clinics in the U.S. Our approach focuses on a collaboration 
among pediatric oncologists, geneticists and genetic 
counselors, with the goal of providing education, 

guidance, therapy and routine cancer surveillance studies 
when indicated for children with a predisposition to 
cancer. 

Services offered through this new program include 
education on cancer genetics and testing, providing 
assistance to families with cancer screening, reviews 
of cancer history with family to identify relatives with 
potential risk, access and/or enrollment in ongoing 
clinical research and genetic counseling/support. 

Saying namaste 
to pain 
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COOK CHILDREN’S HEALTH PLAN
board of trustees

Brian D. Barnard, Chairman
Julee S. Morrow, M.D., Vice Chairman
Jerry R. Conatser
Jay L. Fierke, M.D. 
Saideepa Murali, M.D.
Catherine Nicholas, M.D. 
Peter L. Philpott
Todd N. Ritterbusch
Andrew J. Rosell
Rick G. Sorenson
Paul S. Thornton, M.D. 
Kevin D. Wylie, D.O.

COOK CHILDREN’S HOME HEALTH 
board of trustees

Bonnie K. Petsche, Chairman
M. Scott Perry, M.D., Vice Chairman
John P. Boswell
Anne M. Carvalho
Richard W. Dyess
Rosalind Y. Evans 
Jason M. Kennedy, M.D.
Danny S. Rafati, M.D. 

Jerry R. Conatser, Chairman 
Matthew V. Dzurik, M.D.,
       Vice Chairman
Jeffrey H. Conner, 
       Secretary/Treasurer
Brian D. Barnard 
G. Thomas Boswell 
John P. Boswell 
Samson Cantu, M.D.

Matthew B. Carroll, M.D.
Brian C. Crumley
James R. Dunaway Jr. 
Jose Iglesias, M.D. 
G. Malcolm Louden
Saleem I. Malik, M.D. 
Jonathan H. Nedrelow, M.D. 
Brian C. Newby
Lindsay D. Newton, M.D. 

Bonnie K. Petsche
Alice W. Phillips, M.D.
Peter L. Philpott
Billie R. Pugh Jr., M.D. 
Andrew J. Rosell
Jason V. Terk, M.D.

COOK CHILDREN’S HEALTH CARE SYSTEM | board of trustees

Jerry R. Conatser, Chairman
G. Thomas Boswell, Vice Chairman 
Brian C. Crumley, 
       Secretary/Treasurer
Larry G. Autrey
Brian D. Barnard
Ashli R. Blumenfeld 
Teresa P. Brownlie
Carie G. Burnette
Lezlie P. Davis
Michael R. Dike
Clarabele “Pit” Dodson, 
	 Trustee Emeritus
James R. Dunaway Jr.

Richard W. Dyess
Rosalind Y. Evans
Kathryn M. Farmer
Jay L. Fierke, M.D. 
Kent A. Horst
James Matthew Johnson 
R. Kyle Kight
Andrew P. Lombardi
G. Malcolm Louden
Roger P. Marcincuk Jr.
Ryan T. Matthews
R. Russell Morton
Brian C. Newby
Bonnie K. Petsche

Peter L. Philpott
Cynthia R. Prince 
John M. Richardson, M.D.,  

Trustee Emeritus
Todd N. Ritterbusch
Andrew J. Rosell
Rick G. Sorenson
Rebecca M. Stupfel
James E. Webb

COOK CHILDREN’S HEALTH FOUNDATION | board of trustees

System leadership COOK CHILDREN’S SURGERY CENTER 
board of trustees

Natalie Roberge, M.D., Chairman
Stanley E. Davis, Vice Chairman 
Andrea Gonzales, Secretary/Treasurer 
Nancy C. Cychol
Stephen W. Kimmel
John K. Uffman, M.D.
Andrew S. Wayne

COOK CHILDREN’S  
PEDIATRIC SURGERY CENTER 
board of trustees

Paul Bauer, M.D., Chairman
Stanley E. Davis, Vice Chairman
Andrea Gonzales, Secretary/Treasurer
Nancy C. Cychol
Stephen W. Kimmel
William Strand, M.D.
Andrew S. Wayne

CHILD STUDY CENTER AT COOK CHILDREN’S 
board of directors

Peter L. Philpott, Chairman
Andy J. Broadus
J. Heath Coffman
Jerry R. Conatser
Paul Coulter
Judge Jeff Cureton
Richard W. Dyess
Steve Phillips
Billie R. Pugh Jr., M.D.

MEDICAL STAFF OFFICERS
Jonathan H. Nedrelow, M.D., President
John K. Uffman, M.D., Vice President - Quality
Donald Beam, M.D., Vice President - Credentialing

SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS
Pamela Pigman, President–Jewel Charity Inc.
Angela Donahue, President–Woman’s Board

COOK CHILDREN’S  
PHYSICIAN NETWORK
board of directors

Matthew V. Dzurik, M.D., Chairman
Alice W. Phillips, M.D., Vice Chair, Primary Care
Samson Cantu, M.D., Vice Chair, Specialty Care
Jose Iglesias, M.D., Secretary
Lindsay D. Newton, M.D., Treasurer
Vida Amin, M.D.
Sara Garza, M.D. 
Michelle Marcincuk, M.D. 
Bradley Mercer, M.D. 
Julee S. Morrow, M.D.
Maria Perez, M.D. 
M. Scott Perry, M.D.
Justin Smith, M.D. 

COOK CHILDREN’S MEDICAL CENTER 
board of trustees

John P. Boswell, Chairman
Andrew S. Wayne, Vice Chairman
Jeffrey H. Conner, Secretary/Treasurer
Frank A. Anderson
Robert J. Batton
Anne M. Carvalho
Dana C. Kelly
Leah M. King
Joseph LaMarca Jr.
Billie R. Pugh Jr., M.D. 
John M. Richardson, M.D., Trustee Emeritus
Ryan T. Senter 
James E. Webb

Cook Children’s Promise
KNOWING THAT EVERY CHILD’S LIFE IS SACRED, IT IS THE PROMISE OF  

COOK CHILDREN’S TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF EVERY CHILD IN OUR REGION THROUGH 

THE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF ILLNESS, DISEASE AND INJURY.
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GIVINGOF

THE GENEROSITY AND COMPASSION OF THESE DONATIONS HAVE HELPED ENHANCE 

THE LIVES OF CHILDREN WHO RELY UPON COOK CHILDREN’S FOR CARE.

THE PETER PAN AND 
FOREVER YOUNG BIRTHDAY CLUBS  

 ARE FOR KIDS AND TEENS WHO ASK PARTY GUESTS TO DONATE TO 

COOK CHILDREN’S INSTEAD OF GIVING THEM BIRTHDAY PRESENTS.

July 1 - Sept. 30, 2018

M
MEMORIALS 

ARE GIFTS GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY. 

H
HONOR & TRIBUTE 

ARE GIFTS GIVEN TO EXPRESS JOY OR GRATITUDE. 
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Chandler Baker 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Robert Baker 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Tyler Reid Beck 
Russell Beck 
 
Caleb Becker 
Gary Daoust 
Lyn Kern 
Derrel Webb 
 
Christopher Bennett 
Linda and Gene Klinkerman 
 
Elizabeth Berthiaume 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Katherine Bielss 
Beverly and Ronald Ray 
 
Ana James Brady 
Barbara A. Sojourner 
 
Brayden Coben 
Karrie and Jeff Coben 
 
David Cook 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Eli D. 
Anders O. Dibiccari 
 
W. Kirk Davis, M.D. and Staff 
Anonymous 
 
Deer Creek Masonic Lodge #510 
Dale Camp Jr. 
 
Lola Hope Duncan 
Sharon and Kenneth Duncan 
 
Stephanie Duncan 
Glenn Duncan 
 
James Esbenshade 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Falah and Bill Greenwood 
Cheryl and Laurin Baum 
 
Atticus Fielder Hanchey 
Catherine and Frederick Hanchey 
 
 

Oliver Hanchey 
Catherine and Frederick Hanchey 
 
Atticus Harden 
Regina Kohler 
 
Kyle Harter 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
The Hayden Family 
Rebecca F. Hayden 
 
Jonathan Heathman 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
John Honeycutt, M.D. 
Susan and Alan Egerton 
 
Lion Huch 
Freedom Center DFW 
 
Michael Jankowiak 
Helen H. Campbell-Richmond 
 
Barbara and Barry Johnson 
Harold L. Flowers 
 
Jessica Johnson 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Vanessa Kelley 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Grace Kight 
Sarah and R. Kyle Kight 
 
Cora Kinnard 
Anonymous 
 
Gavin Kinnard 
Anonymous 
 
Christopher Landfair and family 
Ricky R. Anderson 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Dwain Lovell 
Cheryl and Laurin Baum 
 
Evan Malloy 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Mary B. Markham 
Terri and John Neill 
 
Cooper Marler 
Sam Juliao 
Paige Rice 
 

Kayla Matus 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Jackson McCollum 
Marion F. McCollum 
 
Nathan McCune 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Jennifer McDaniel 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Dillan Troy Miles 
Anonymous 
 
Easton Douglas Milligan 
Margaret Milligan 
 
The Minton Twins 
Josephine and Robert Briggs 
 
Michael Moan 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Drew Neill 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Kole Nichols 
Anonymous 
 
Carter D. Ott 
Anonymous 
 
Jean A. Patton 
Anonymous 
Karen Carpenter 
 
Cheryl Petersen 
Melodie Davis 
 
Brittany Preiss 
Anonymous 
 
Connor Quimbey 
Regina Kohler 
 
Trey Quimbey 
Regina Kohler 
 
Andrew Ramsey 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Ashley Rath 
Barbara A. Vader 
 
Landry Rickabaugh 
Dani Muckleroy 
 

Richard A. Roberts, M.D. 
Susan and Alan Egerton 
Mary Elizabeth and Alan Jackson 
 
Randall Rosenblatt, M.D. 
Vicki and Greg Cantwell 
 
Helen Suppiger 
Nena and David Leonard 
 
Donna Tavener 
Susan L. Allen 
 
Bryan Thomas 
R.C. Thomas, M.D. 
 
C. Brent Thomas, D.M.D. 
R.C. Thomas, M.D. 
 
R.C. Thomas Jr. 
R.C. Thomas, M.D. 
 
Karen T. Thomson 
R.C. Thomas, M.D. 
 
Lincoln Tidwell 
Jennifer and Randy Czaniecki 
 
Olivia Grace Valdez 
Elisa Valdez 
 
Jarratt Watkins 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Andrew S. Wayne 
Susan and Alan Egerton 
 
Christopher Wilkes 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Chelsea Wood 
Dirk E. Eshleman 
 
Race Zwieg 
Kathryn and John Young, M.D. 
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Gail Arline Wagoner Ackall 
Donna and Charlie Stevens 

 
Carlos Acosta, M.D. 
Kay and Dick Ellis, M.D. 

 
Micah Ahern 
Carol and David Childress 
Linda and Robert Grimes 

 
John Wilson Alexander, M.D. 
Kay and Dick Ellis, M.D. 

 
Tristen James Allred 
Sylvia Jones 

 
Frank Robert Ball Jr. 
Mona Tull Ball 

 
Arden Elizabeth Bodley 
Carol and David Childress 
Mary and Charles Loos 
Anonymous 
 
Mitchell McKelvey Bond 
Nancy and Nolan Bond 

 
D'Ann Walsh Bonnell 
Alfred B. Guinn 
Carrol and Jim Nokes 

 
James Luther Boyd, M.D. 
Kay and Dick Ellis, M.D. 

 
Lincoln Louis Brezina 
James L. Brezina 

 
Alice Dathalene Brigham 
Suzanne and Ferdie Walker 

 
Miya Lynn Callis 
Darlene Miller 

 
Malva Maureen Cantrell 
Jamie and Kelly Walker 

 
Ruby Maudine Powell Carlton 
Doris Jo Haas 

 
Emily Grace Carter 
Anonymous 
Mariana and Greg Hammer 

 
 

Elise Adelle Cerami 
Sandra Arca, M.D.,  

and Alfonso Arca 

 
Elbert Joseph Coffman 
Pat and Herb Schwarz 

 
Emilie Maxwell Cole 
Nelda and Travis Maxwell 

 
Corrine Doris Collins 
Anonymous 

 
Gerald Franz Cox 
Kay and Dick Ellis, M.D. 
 
Beverly Anne Daniel 
Charlotte and Jodie Mooty 
Maye and Paul Ryon 

 
Jerry Darvin Daniel 
Charlotte and Jodie Mooty 
Maye and Paul Ryon 

 
Cecil Day 
Anonymous 

 
Dalton Kyle Ditto 
Lauren Craig 

 
Sallie Ann Olson Ditto 
Cheryl and Laurin Baum 
Nancy Pine 

 
Debra Ann Douglas 
Connie and James Walker 

 
Lauren Faith Dugas 
Regina and Charlie Dugas 

 
Leta Mae Eastman 
Lula F. Kirk 

 
Louise Wiggs Elliott 
Kay and Dick Ellis, M.D. 
 
Linda Morris Elsey 
Barbara and Billy Edwards 
Jennifer and Eric Johnson 
Gale and Rodney Johnston 
Lynny and Eddie Sankary, M.D. 

 
Alaina Enlow 
Peggye T. Enlow 
 

Kira Evelyn Erickson 
Jessica Sellers 

 
Earl Fain III 
Ann and Edward Hudson Jr. 

 
Aaliyah Danielle Francisco 
Sharon H. Carter 

 
Julie Kay Freeman 
Robert Freeman 

 
JoAnne Frizzell 
Gene E. Rosser and family 
 
Carmen Belen Garren 
Cindy and Joe Garren 

 
Chad Burt Garren 
Cindy and Joe Garren 

 
Valentin Gracia, M.D. 
Beverly and Jay Hester 

 
Jimmie Blacklidge Green 
Nancy Pine 

 
Mary Anne Spears Guidry 
Kayla Degeer 

 
Tyler Bryant Halencak 
Lana and Mark Halencak 

 
Ethan Matthew Hallmark 
Cynthia and Richard Besse 

 
Charles Brady Harris 
Bill Bogle and family 
Madelon L. Bradshaw 
Pat and Herb Schwarz 

 
Linda Ruth Harvey 
Peggy and Floyd Harvey 

 
Madeleine Day Helton 
Beverly A. Ulmer 

 
Raymond Henson 
Skylee Henson 
Lilli Maas 

 
Bob Floyd Hillin 
Annice Ipser 
 
 

George C. Hixon 
Ann and Edward Hudson Jr. 
 
Frances Treeman Hoch 
Nancy Pine 

 
Leah Marie Howell 
Diane and Herman Robinson 

 
Layla Grace Hoyle 
Sherian and Bob Rittmueller 

 
Wanda Faye Lance Hudson 
Lisa G. Gage 

 
Paula Kelfer 
Angela and David Donahue, M.D. 

 
Eddie Lee Kimmel 
Bonnie and Curt McClymond 

 
Phyllis Kindervater 
Brenda Tunnell 

 
Chestine Harris Lacy 
Brenda Tunnell 

 
Eleanor Charlotte LaValley 
Debra Jorden 

 
Hugh Talmage Lefler Jr., M.D. 
Kay and Dick Ellis, M.D. 

 
Donald Leonard 
Linda L. Eakman 

 
Nathaniel Henry Lin 
Anonymous 
Hannah Ross 
Sandra and Lynn Ross Jr. 

 
Garland Ray Lipsey Jr. 
Decatur Church of Christ 

 
Justin Phillip Luster 
Cinda and Rudy Arzola 

 
Michael Key Malone 
Melinda T. Vance 

 
Meredith Jane Marler 
BC Operating, Inc 

 
Anita Berry Martin 
Anonymous 
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Betty Branch Martin 
Priscilla M. Bommer 
Ann Miller, Ph.D. 
Terry H. Shaw 
 
Mitchell Martin 
Leslie Clay 

 
William Edward McAdams 
Ethel and Harold Jacocks 

 
Rebecca Kathleen Melton 
Sharon and Robert Pollan 

 
Trevor Scott Miller 
Mary Frances and Larry Miller 

 
Billie Gene Mirick 
Melowene Fitzgearld 

 
Jacob Patrick Morgan 
Arda and Frank Morgan 

 
Judith Einstein Neisser 
Ann and Edward Hudson Jr. 

 
Nora Joann Nichols 
Gloria H. Myers 

 
Ryan Paul Pace 
Barbara and Ed Handley 

 
Jane Claire Pack 
Connie and James Walker 

 
Coby Jay Palmer 
Linda and Stan Greer 

 
Parul Parikh 
Bharat M. Parikh 
Shamin Parikh 
 
Olive Holcombe Pearson 
Nancy Pine 

 
Hollis Hayes Pinkston 
Key City Veterinary Clinic Inc. 

 
Irene Ragan 
Jackie Lee and John Edwards 

 
Preston Earl Reid 
Brenda Tunnell 

 

Judy Ann Richards Riley 
Carol and James Duke 

 
Debbie Kay Roemisch 
Sheila and Dwain Collier 

 
Roy Allen Ryon 
Charlotte and Jodie Mooty 
Maye and Paul Ryon 
Wayne Ryon 
 
Lawrence Luis Scarcella 
Sandra and Dale Gidley 

 
Samantha Irene Schmidt 
Terri and Gary Akkerman 

 
Jacqueline Margaret Parlowe 

Seegan 
Karen and Mark Smith 

 
Geraldine Seethoff 
Fort Worth Newcomers Club 

 
Jon Alan Smith 
Suzanne and Ferdie Walker 

 
Kim Gilbert Smith, M.D. 
Barbara and Denis Greer 
Erin Smith 

 
Barbara Gayle Stice 
Cynthia Server 
 
Berta Ruth Stone 
Connie and James Walker 

 
Michael Layton Stone 
Kathy and Bill Zeitler 

 
Betty Pate Strong 
Connie and James Walker 

 
Marshall Spencer Thurman 
Nancy Pine 

 
Walter William Toxey Jr. 
Nancy L. Pomeroy 
Beverly A. Ulmer 

 
Nadine Virginia Turner 
Charlotte and Jodie Mooty 

 
Stiles C. "Buck" Ulmer Jr. 
Susan and Glen Keller 

Arch Winston Van Meter 
Francette Carnahan 
Donna and Philip Van Meter 
S. R. Van Meter 
Barbara Yant 
Dan Young 

 
Bennett Stephen Vanderham 
Lea and Steve Wright 

 
Johnny Hampton Vinson 
Jennifer and Eric Johnson 
Nancy Pine 

 
Howard Lee Weaver 
Judith A. Abernathie 
Pamela Capps 
Donna Craft 
Deirdre and Ronnie Gothard 
Christi and Dan Linehan 
Sheryl Sewell 

 
Carolyn Michila Welch 
Tonia Johnson 
Lakeway Home Health 
Kim G. Wilkinson 

 
Jerry Lahn Whatley Jr. 
Brenda Tunnell 

 
Delaney Kate White 
Jean P. White 

 
Thomas Eugene Wideman Jr. 
Helen and Gary Pace 

 
Nora Lyn Williams 
Susan L. Allen 

 
Eric Arnold Wollmann, M.D. 
Heidi Berg 
Hetty Strong 
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Honor Roll GIVINGOF

July 1 - Sep. 30, 2018

Braxton Anderson

Jake Carlgren

Keller Chapman

Alexander Cobb

William Cobb

Grace Comer

Connor Downey

Drew Downey

Isabella Harris

Waverly Harris

Olivia Lentz

Laykin Mabry

Emma Martinez

John Martinez

Siena Medina

Sawyer Moltz

Hank Morrison

Samantha Pineda

Paisley Quick

Ava Roark

Brooklyn Selby

Charlie Smith

Lane Stuck

Caroline Tanner

Lincoln Tanner

Emma Vargas

Karrington Ward

Maddie Grace Wolff

Elizabeth Yeza

FOREVER YOUNG BIRTHDAY CLUB
Fore

ver

Youn
g Celebrating

PETER PAN BIRTHDAY CLUB
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You played a vital role in raising more than 
$362,000 for the babies who need it most. 

Thank you for an incredible evening of country 
music in support of Cook Children’s Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit!

your generosity helps make wishes come true

If you’re looking to fulfill an immediate  
need of our patient families, please consider  
contributing to our wish list. 

There are two ways to give:

• Purchase and donate an item on the list.
• Make a monetary contribution that’ll go toward the  
   purchase of an item on the list.

Either way, you’ll help make a child’s visit to  
Cook Children’s Medical Center brighter.

For more information on Cook Children’s donated items 
wish list, visit cookchildrens.org and search “wish list.”

Donated items may be delivered to the Information 
Desk from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday-Friday and 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday:

 Cook Children’s Medical Center
 801 7th Ave.
 Fort Worth, TX 76104

If you have questions in regards to helping fulfill our wish list, please call 682-885-4241.

your generosity helps make wishes come true

If you’re looking to fulfill an immediate  
need of our patient families, please consider  
contributing to our wish list. 

There are two ways to give:

• Purchase and donate an item on the list.
• Make a monetary contribution that’ll go toward the  
   purchase of an item on the list.

Either way, you’ll help make a child’s visit to  
Cook Children’s Medical Center brighter.

For more information on Cook Children’s donated items 
wish list, visit cookchildrens.org and search “wish list.”

Donated items may be delivered to the Information 
Desk from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday-Friday and 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday:

 Cook Children’s Medical Center
 801 7th Ave.
 Fort Worth, TX 76104

If you have questions in regards to helping fulfill our wish list, please call 682-885-4241.
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What I am most proud of is our culture,  
which has been a part of our DNA long 

before I arrived. Everyone is in this together 
for one purpose and that is to care for our 
patients with excellence and compassion.

- Rick W. Merrill, Cook Children’s President and CEO


